
 
 

Nutrition Action Team (NAT)  
Friday February 26, 2016 Meeting Notes  

Health Department 3rd Floor, 12:00p.m.-1:30 a.m. 
 
 
 

Executive Summary 
 

Policy Updates 
House Bill 2595 has been passed through its committee and will move on for full consideration in the 

near future. In brief, this bill restricts how nutrition policies are implemented at the local level and many 
initiatives could be jeopardized by the broad language of the bill. See below for a link to the bill and a 

more explicit breakdown of the bill.  
 

Funding Opportunities 
Action for Healthy Kids is granting over $1.6 million to schools for the 2016-2017 school year 

through School Breakfast Grants and Game On Grants. Applications are accepted until April 1st, and all 
schools that serve K-12 are eligible. Funding comes from a variety of partners: Walmart Foundation, 

Kellogs, Tyson, CSX. Go to http://www.actionforhealthykids.org/tools-for-schools/apply-for-grants for 
more information. See below for more funding opportunities.  

 

Community Advisory Board 
Members of the Nutrition Action Team will have the opportunity to participate in an informal advisory 

board for member Matt Kleinmann on his doctoral research looking at food access and the built 
environment. This group would provide guidance and review protocol of surveys and interviews. Email 

matt.kleinmann@gmail.com to be a part of this.  
 

Neighborhood Business Revitalization Groups  
Follow-up will be done with these groups to re-engage them in conversation, update them on work being 

done surrounding their concerns, and to see if any new barriers have arose.  
 

 
REMINDERS: 

 Next NAT Meeting: 3/25/2016 
 

 Please e-mail Madeline Cochran at mcochran@wycokck.org with any questions. Also please 

forward any material you think would be pertinent to the whole NAT.  

 Follow Healthy Communities Wyandotte on social media to see what we are up to! 

 

 
 

Attendance: Joanna Sabally, Nozella Brown, Andrea Mathew, Leslie Wilson, Monica Mendez, Emily 
Worm, Karen Siebert, Rachel Jefferson, Madeline Cochran, Matt Kleinmann, Amanda Capehart 

file://///ug.unifiedgov.org/ugcommon/HealthDepartment$/Healthy%20Communities%20Wyandotte/HCW%20Shared/5%20Nutrition%20Action%20Team/Agenda%20+%20Minutes/2016/Jan/AFHK_SCHOOL_IMPACT_REPORT-_SCHOOL_BREAKFAST_Sept15.pdf
file://///ug.unifiedgov.org/ugcommon/HealthDepartment$/Healthy%20Communities%20Wyandotte/HCW%20Shared/5%20Nutrition%20Action%20Team/Agenda%20+%20Minutes/2016/Jan/AFHK_SCHOOL_IMPACT_REPORT-_PHYSICAL_ACTIVTY_9_2015.pdf
http://www.actionforhealthykids.org/tools-for-schools/apply-for-grants
mailto:matt.kleinmann@gmail.com


 

Partner Updates 
 

 Nozella Brown (K-State Research and Extension):  Coordinate the SNAP Ed. Program. They are 
currently submitting their annual proposal; this must include a list of partners that they may 
potentially work with this year. If your organization would like (free) nutrition services at your 
site, please contact nlbrown@ksu.edu to sign an organizational verification form. This form is not 
a commitment, but necessary if you even think you would like services this year.  

 
 Karen Siebert (Harvesters): The Child Nutrition Reauthorization passed out of the Senate Ag. 

Committee, but it looks like the House will do their own bill. We are keeping a close eye on the 
Kansas Legislature who just passed a restriction of welfare requirements: TANF time limit, 
additional work requirements for SNAP, etc.  

 
 Janell Friesen (Healthy Communities Wyandotte): The Worksite Wellness Initiative, WorkWell 

Wyandotte, is having its kickoff Wednesday March 2nd from 7:30-9. If you, or your worksite, 
wants to learn more please contact Janell at jfriesen@wycokck.org. RSVP for the event here: 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/workwell-wyandotte-kick-off-tickets-21067581704. 

 
 Leslie Wilson (KC Healthy Kids): Local Food and Farm Task force house bill was extended through 

2017. Focusing on lowering food sales tax and HB 2595. The Greater Kansas City Food Policy 
Coalition Spring Luncheon will by Thursday, May 19, 2016.  

 
 Rachel Jefferson (Historic Northeast-Midtown Association): Jersey Creek Walking Club was this past 

Saturday at 10 AM. Check out their facebook and website for more information.  
 

 Monica Mendez (Latino Health For All): Currently recruiting more restaurants and corner stores to 
help them offer and advertise healthier items (menu updates, portion sizes, product placement).  

 
 Matt Kleinmann (KU School of Architecture): A class co-taught by Nikki Nolan and Shannon Criss 

comprised of Public Health and Architecture students canvassed six non-WIC grocery stores east 
of 635 and looked at the quality of options offered and how close they are to becoming WIC 
certified.  

 
 Joanna Sabally (Health Department): We have extended an offer to a new HCW Coordinator, 

Alyssa. She will start sometime in March. 
 

 Madeline Cochran (Healthy Communities):  We received the following update from GFC: 
 

“In March 2015, Wyandotte County, KS was identified by Growing Food Connections as one of eight communities 
across the country with significant potential to strengthen ties between small and medium sized farmers and 
residents with limited food access.  County stakeholders have since established a steering committee that has charted 
a vision for the future of Wyandotte’s food system. This brief, which draws on interviews with Wyandotte County 
stakeholders and secondary sources of data, is intended to support the work of the steering committee and county 
residents in providing information about local government policy opportunities and challenges in the food system. 
This case study serves as an initial and preliminary analysis of the baseline conditions of Wyandotte’s food system. It 
captures food production and food security conditions, challenges and initiatives, and provides an analysis of public 
policy opportunities for Wyandotte in addressing food (in)security via connections to local food production.” 

 

We have a conference call with them this week to hopefully learn more about a timeline on that 
report.  

mailto:nlbrown@ksu.edu
mailto:jfriesen@wycokck.org
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/workwell-wyandotte-kick-off-tickets-21067581704


 

Policy 
 

 Farmers Markets: As it starts to warm up and we begin planning for spring, please remember 
and spread the farmers market ordinance changes that were made and spread the word! 

 
 Hens: The subcommittee has officially agreed upon language for an update to the ordinance. 

Essentially, if you keep hens within WyCo and adhere to the following guidelines you do not need 
a special permit (as you do currently). You need only to register you hens online and pay a 
nominal fee (tbd). 

o No more than 20 hens  
o 1 hen per 500 sq. ft. of lot 
o Coop must be 25 ft. from neighboring dwellings and 10 ft. from property lines 
o Vermin plan must be submitted with registration, manure must not be allowed to 

accumulate, etc. 
o Unlawful to have hens off property  
o No roosters 

 
Next steps: In March or April, we are planning on hosting community meetings at Livable 
neighborhoods to vet these changes with the community. Animal Control, HCW, and Planning 
representation at these meetings. After those opinions and recommendations have been included, 
we will move on to bringing it to standing committee and planning and zoning. 

 
The proposed language can be sent to you upon request.  
 

 HB 2595: A bill that has passed its committee and will move on to full consideration soon. . In 
brief, this bill restricts how nutrition policies are implemented at the local level and many 
initiatives could be jeopardized by the broad language of the bill. Go to page 5 for a more 
detailed breakdown of the bill and its potential implications thanks to KC Healthy Kids’ State 
Policy Manager, Ashely Jones-Wisner. 
 

 Food Sales Tax: There are two different bills that address food sales tax right now: 
o HB 2444, Rep. Mark Hutton: Drop the food sales tax to 2.6 and end income tax exemption 

for businesses. 
o SCR 1612, Senator Tom Holland: Gradual phase out of the food sales tax—4 percent in July, 

2 percent in 2017, 2 percent in 2018, and 0 percent in 2019. 
 

 Wednesday is “Nutrition Advocacy” day at the Capitol, so there will be a lot of lobbying and 
momentum around these issues. The best thing we can do is call our representatives.  
 

NEXT STEPS FOR NAT: We have had success with tackling small, local policy issues. Can your 
organization identify any area that needs work?  

 

 KCCG: Potential to pre-empt issues with water tank size regulations. Madeline will look into 
current ordinances we have surrounding this and report back in March.  

 

Community Advisory Board 
 



Matt: There is the potential for doing a Community Advisory Board with the NAT as a foundation; this is a 
very informal approach with the potential for a virtual community advisory board consisting of monthly 
e-mail updates, etc. 

 My research looks at transportation barriers for food access, specifically with WIC participants 

(working with Ashley and Nancy at WIC) and I will administer a basic survey asking questions 

about where clients go for WIC, their Zip code, and how they get there? 

 Focused on community-partnered participatory research, will use videos to record walking 
interviews where community members describe the barriers themselves 

 CAB is a group of advisors (advocates, experts, community members) that help provide guidance, 
review protocol or surveys and interviews, and can take some ownership of the product 

o He does not want to create extra meetings but use existing structures. He is very flexible 
and very open to questions and ideas of how this might look. His IRB application is 
pending. 

 
Conclusion: The members who show up to NAT meetings are not always the same. The virtual board 
partnered with brief updates included in partner updates could work. Matt will send out an e-mail to all 
NAT to see who is interested, or you can contact him directly.  
 

Neighborhood Business Revitalization Groups 
 
In 2015, we interviewed all eight NBRs about their food access needs. We compiled the results and saw 
the common themes running through the interviews: 

1. Transportation (5) 
2. No full-service grocer (5) 
3. Farmers Markets (3) 
4. Gardens (3) 
5. Networking, support, and information (2) 

 
Since then, changes have been happening to address these concerns (farmers markets, hens, H2O to 
Grow). We want to reconnect with the NBRs so they know that we are still working. We will share with 
them the results of all of the interviews, the progress we have made, and see if their priorities are still the 
same or if new issues have arisen. 
 
Following, we can devise a plan to address another one of the issues.  

 
Funding Opportunities* 
 
Submitted: HCF Healthy Communities Grant (full proposal available upon request) 
 
Currently Accepting Applications: 
UG Storm water Quality Education Grant Program: 03/21/2016 
School Grants for Healthy Kids: 04/01/2016 
One KC Brownfields Program: Rolling 
KHF Recognition Grant: 03/15/16 

 
*Please contact Madeline Cochran (mcochran@wycokck.org) for more details on the above opportunities, or to 
forward another opportunity to partners 

 

mailto:mcochran@wycokck.org


Additional Information on HB 2595 
 
Here is a sampling of initiatives that likely would be negatively impacted by HB 2595.  This list is not meant to be 
comprehensive. This list includes active or already passed initiatives. It does not take into account similar initiatives in other 
communities that are under consideration.   Of our network of people and groups who have interest in these types of issues, 
not a single one is looking at menu labeling and/or soda restrictions.   Their efforts are focused on closing food deserts, 
eliminating disparities, connecting consumers to locally sourced fruits, veggies, meat, poultry and dairy.  All of these initiatives 
could be jeopardized by the broad language of the bill. 

The most troublesome parts of the bill appear to be the following portions: 

Page 2, Lines 27-29; 

Page 2, Lines 38-40; 

Page 2, Lines 30-37; and, 

Page 2, Lines 41-43.Elimination of these lines (and related references the reviser might identify) should allow these types of 

activities to continue and shouldn’t pose any threat to proponents of the bill.  None of these things seek to address menu 

labeling and/or sugar-sweetened beverage provisions of the bill. 

Derby Parks and Recreation- The City of Derby Parks and Recreation Commission established a policy nearly a decade ago that 

states they will serve healthy foods in their after school programs, so that kids have access to healthy foods.  This policy 

impacts just their own organization’s procedures and foods and has been successful and popular.  Page 2 lines 27-29 and again 

38-40 would preempt these existing efforts causing them additional time and effort to bring their own organizations practices 

into alignment with this bill’s language. 

City of Lawrence vending- The City of Lawrence have outlined requirements in vending contracts that 50% of the food in 

vending machines would meet minimum nutrition guidelines, while the rest of the foods have no restrictions.  This allows 

people to have access to healthy options should they chose to eat them, but still allows consumers other less healthy options as 

well.  Because these contracts are already in place and signed, this additional state level legislation would have an unknown 

impact on the existing city contractual agreements.  Page 2 lines 27-29 and again 38-40 would preempt these existing efforts. 

Northeast Kansas Market Match- Market Match is a program funded by the City of Lawrence, the Topeka Community 

Foundation, the Kansas Health Foundation and the Kansas Department of Health and Environment, and is growing to other 

cities and additional funding from other cities and counties.  The program provides dollar-for-dollar matching (up to $25) for 

SNAP recipients to use at farmers markets.  Market Match helps ensure that all members of our community can access healthy, 

locally-grown food.  From April to December 2015, this program has led to $34,068 total dollars spent with local 

farmers.  Because of restrictions on what foods can be purchased with the federal SNAP dollars, the same restrictions apply to 

the local funding.  Another similar program in many Kansas communities is the Senior Farmers Market Nutrition Program. 

This program provides low-incomes seniors with vouchers that can be used to purchase fresh, unprocessed fruits and 

vegetables at farmers markets and other roadside stands.  Some communities have also implemented a similar locally funded 

Market Match program to provide these seniors with more healthy foods that they otherwise would not be able to afford.   The 

definition of “Consumer incentive item” on page 2 Lines 2-3 includes “coupons, vouchers, or incentives.” The language on Page 

2, Lines 27-29 appear to disallow this type of activity.  Page 2, Line 6 also specifically states that “consumer incentive items” 

are to be controlled exclusively by the legislature. 

City of Liberal Parks and Recreation foods- The City of Liberal has jurisdiction over their local Parks and Recreation 

facilities.  They listened to their local residents who requested healthier foods at the places where their children play sports 

and are most physically active. In 2014, they adopted a policy stating foods served just at these parks and recreation facilities 

would be healthy.  They have already changed their food purchasing practices, and trained their employees on these new 



practices.  By preempting these practices already in place, it would undoubtedly make a busy summer at park facilities even 

more hectic and confusing in Liberal.  Page 2 lines 27-29 and again 38-40 would preempt these existing efforts.  

Sedgwick County Health Department- Regulations concerning refreshments, snacks, foods, etc., during working hours at work 

stations shall be issued at the discretion of each department head, pursuant to the needs of the operation. The Sedgwick 

County Health Department has established a policy impacting just their own organizational operations that state that healthy 

options will be available every time food is served at Health Department meetings if public or grants funds are being used to 

purchase the foods.  This requirement does not impact pot-lucks or other meals were employees purchase the foods with their 

own money.  This appears to run afoul of the language on Page 2, Line 38-40 and perhaps other sections of the bill. 

The Wichita YMCA has nutrition guidelines that guide the foods served in their deli and at their facilities, to ensure they meet 

minimum nutrition guidelines.  Due to their receipt of small publically funded grants, these organizational policies would be 

preempted according to Page 2 lines 27-29 and again in 38-40 

Topeka grocery store access- The City of Topeka is actively looking to recruit a grocery store or farmers market to fill the void 

that the closing of the Central Topeka Dillons left.  They have spent much time and money to rebuild that part of the city, and 

filling that now empty lot with a tavern or bar would leave that neighborhood still lacking the healthy foods and full service 

grocery store they need and want. Page 2 lines 30-37 would put additional hurdles in front of the City of Topeka and Shawnee 

County to specifically license, permit, or regulate that area so that a grocer will get that vacant lot.     

Land Banks (Overland Park; Hutchinson; Wyandotte County; Lyons; Olathe; Greensburg; Junction City)    It is unclear if under 

Page 2 Lines 41-43 would nullify the already established local Lank Bank resolutions because they mention the vacant and 

derelict land is made available as “Space for use as urban agriculture, community gardens, or other similar uses consistent 

with healthy eating by residents.” Wyandotte County not only has Land Bank resolution but they also have a community-

government partnership to increase water access and healthy food production.  It allows these derelict lands be used for 

community gardens, but also used a small amount of public and private funding to “install water access to gardens for the 

growth of fruit and vegetables products.” 

Wichita Farmers Market Ordinance- Wichita adopted an ordinance that makes it easier to establish farmers markets in the 

city.  For their own community’s purposes in their ordinance they defined a farmers markets and stated that “Vendors whose 

goods are primarily fresh produce, grains, fruits, garden aquacultural products or other agricultural products, including meat 

and dairy products shall account for no less than fifty percent of the total number of vendors in any single farmer’s 

market.”  This ordinance which has been in effect since 2006 may be preempted by the content of this bill, specifically page 2, 

lines 38-40. 

More than 70 hospitals is Kansas, some of which receive public funding or small publically funded grants, have pledged to 

serve healthier foods in their cafeterias.  These are the very organizations that are tasked with improving health in our 

communities.  Page 2 lines 27-29 and again in 38-40 would restrict the activities to ensure foods in their cafeteria are healthy 

for their patients, patrons, and employees.  Additionally, by not allowing healthy food policies in these organizations this 

would greatly stifle the “Farm-to-Institution” efforts that are starting in Northwest and Northcentral Kansas.  These Farm-to-

Institution efforts actually have helped develop systems in which local Kansas farmers can sell their products directly to the 

hospitals and other organization that serve foods like schools.  This would negatively impact the bottom line of these fruit, 

vegetable, meat, poultry, and egg producers in these rural Kansas communities.     

BEE KEEPING IN Hutchinson, Kansas  ( This would depend on how Kansas defines livestock.  Some states classify bee keeping 

within their definition of livestock) 

The City of Hutchinson’s zoning code sets standards for beekeeping within the city limits. Any person keeping a hive or aviary 

must obtain a permit from the city. No more than two colonies may be kept for each 12,000 square feet tract of land. The code 

also sets limits on how close to the property line a hive or apiary may bkept. These standards apply to all zoning categories, 

including residential. Beekeeping is just one type of activity that allows community members to become more involved and 

engaged within the food system. This zoning code would be impacted by Page 2 lines 41-43 



COMMUNITY GARDENS IN Lawrence, Kansas 

Land Use Agreement 

The City of Lawrence created the Common Ground Program to transform vacant and under-utilized city properties into spaces 

for community members. To receive access to a new or proposed site to use for a community garden, a resident must sign a 

land use license agreement. Community Garden Rules & Procedures 

The Common Ground Program established a set of rules and procedures for community garden participants. For example, 

gardens may only be accessed from dawn until dusk. Further, no pesticides or agricultural chemicals may be applied to certain 

Common Ground sites. 

(FYI: this is incredibly common language for community gardens all over the state and country.  They establish this in rules in 
order to prevent personal differences in growing practices causing death of neighboring plants because of other’s chemicals… 
not allowing any chemicals or pesticides is the easiest and most streamlined rule to enforce) This would be impacted by  page 
2 lines 41-43 
 

 
 
 


