
 

NAT Meeting Minutes 
December 2, 2016 

Health Department 3
rd

 Floor, 12:00-1:30pm 

 

 

Executive Summary 

Policy Updates 

With the recent election, the KS legislature has swung back towards the center, with more 

moderate legislators being elected throughout the state. Sales tax reduction or elimination 

remains a major priority, as does the HOPE Act.  

CHAMPS 

The truck is now functional, but still needs to be fitted with interior equipment. First Mobile 

Meals Task force meeting set for 12/15 to begin planning route, wrap design competition, and 

other incentives. 

Local Food Economy Assessment 

We have determined the scope of work with Ken Meter, who is conducting the LFEA. Working 

on finding ways to get the community engaged through focus groups and other methods, making 

it as comprehensive as possible.   

Group Structure and Function 

Next meeting will be structured as a split agenda. We are also considering a name change to be 

more inclusive of the entire food system. With that in mind, who else needs to be brought to the 

table? We are looking for representatives from Bonner Springs and Edwardsville in particular. 

Please send any ideas to shartwig@wycokck.org  

REMINDERS: 

 Next meeting: 1/27/17 – Health Department 3
rd

 Floor, 12-1:30pm 

 Please email Sarah Hartwig at shartwig@wycokck.org with any questions or material relevant to 

the whole NAT. 

 Follow Healthy Communities Wyandotte on social media to see what we are up to! 

Attendance: Nozella Brown, Alyssa Carodine, Mandy Caruso-Yahne, Jennifer Long, Andrea 

Mathew, Elizabeth Reynoso, Karen Siebert, JeT’aime Taylor, Leslie Wilson, Emily Worm, 

Heather Gibbs, Paulina Shetty, Kevin Mallon, Sarah Hartwig  

mailto:shartwig@wycokck.org


Partner Updates and Successes 
 Episcopal Community Services: Mobile market open house at Community Health Council 

11/9 to show concept of mobile market from 3-6, presentation at 4:30. Will also be 

brainstorming session for ideas surrounding the mobile grocery movement. 

 Healthy breakfast at St. Paul’s happening every third Saturday, but hoping to move to 

every week. 

 Double Up Food Bucks: expanded through USDA FINI grant (6M) to grocery stores and 

farmers markets. SNAP benefits doubled on local items. 

 El Centro: continuing to engage the Latino community. 

 After the Harvest: gleaned millions of pounds of food this year—it was a good year! 

 HB2595 reworked to weaken restrictions on food policy councils 

 K-State: challenged with educating lower income, under reached populations on 

nutrition. They graduated 5-6 classes with 15-20 families completing coursework. 

 KC Healthy Kids: maintaining food sales tax awareness in the public. 

 WIC program continues to be successful. They are expanding stores, including an 

upcoming mobile market. 

 KCCG: continues to grow 40 school gardens in WyCo, 260 community gardens 

(neighborhoods, business, etc.) Northrup Park Community garden is popular—there’s a 

waiting list to rent plots/boxes; grant money available for people who want to grow in 

their backyards (tilling always offered, and now compost and money for raised beds). 

 RDA: added a community garden with community help. Plot to Plate was held to promote 

community gardens and local food; Rainbow Freedom School participated and served 

food at their end of summer event. Started growing an orchard in Fisher Park with the 

help of community stewards.  

 Crosslines: had ribbon cutting 12/1 to expand the food pantry capacity and the 

commodities program; piloted a nutrition education course.  

 HCW: created a policy agenda and submitted to the steering committee for approval. 

Increased input. 

 Policy Updates 

Local Policy 

The UG Health Department is still working on free parking for clients. We are one of if not the 

only HD to require clients to pay for clients, which quickly becomes a burden on low income 

families who utilize the department for services. Getting pushback as it becomes a budget issue. 

Also focusing on updating the mobile vending ordinance to include definitions of what a mobile 

grocer is with potential requirements for a certain amount of their stock to be fresh produce etc, 

and helping them get permission to park in residentially zoned areas to increase grocery access. 

 



 

Food sales tax reduction/elimination  

6.5% sales tax and groceries are taxed at the full sales tax level; state and local combined makes 

KS the highest food sales tax in the nation with upwards of 10% tax in some areas. Sales tax is 

regressive with more impact on lower income individuals. However, the current tax situation 

makes this difficult. With the focus becoming how to balance the budget, any loss of revenue 

will face challenges in the legislature. However, they are already losing some of that revenue to 

people crossing the border to neighboring states to get their groceries. KCHK did a candidate 

survey before general election and majority of legislators running for office identified food sales 

tax as a priority, which we will remind them of as they start focusing on the budget. 

Next session will have to decide school finance and tax package for 2018; until new tax package 

comes along, legislators will be working on how to fill budget holes 

Leadership elections in the legislature are happened on Monday. We see a move back towards 

the center with a third conservative, third moderate, and a third democrat, which could make 

things interesting over the next year. 

HOPE Act  

The HOPE Act will be reexamined because it doesn’t comply with federal regulations, which 

gives us the opportunity to work on the harmful provisions of lifetime restrictions on TANF set 

at 2yrs, work requirements for mothers after 2 mo., and the length of the application. 

SNAP/TANF coalition for the state has been meeting for a few months and will be working on 

ways to revise this (electronic signatures and allowing organizations to sign for individuals, 

infant care provisions, workforce development alongside work requirement). 

Child Nutrition Reauthorization 

House bill wanted to block grant school lunches in a 3 state pilot program. Each state would be 

able to establish their own nutrition guidelines, would only be required to feed kids once a day, 

and the grant amount never changes regardless of need. We hoped a compromise could be 

reached, but it’s not happening because of lame duck session, and we may have to start from 

scratch. The agriculture secretary still has not been chosen which will also impact next 

congressional session.  Congress should want to get this taken care of because they will be 

looking at the Farm Bill soon and there is push from the farm sector to get started sooner rather 

than later. KS has an outsized voice on this issue because we have ag representatives in both 

house and senate; Roberts, Yoder, Moran, Marshall, Pompeo (CIA director). 

Farm Bill 

Feeding America has been working with the farm groups to keep SNAP benefits a part of the 

Farm Bill; farm interest only 20% of farm bill, so they have political cover from being a part of 

the same bill. The biggest current concern is block granting, with Paul Ryan championing the 

idea. Block grants can also be used on an umbrella list of items without any further justification.  



Reveal NPR: special on TANF and Pell grants in OK (how and where the money from block 

grants is being spent)—marriage counseling, etc.  

Grocery industry can be a protective factor because they don’t want to deal with having different 

requirements in each state. 

CHAMPS Update 

The truck is now functional, and on schedule to be ready next Spring/Summer. Retrofitting the 

interior is the next big priority. The first Mobile Meals Task Force convenes on 12/15 to 

determine stops for the route, planning the wrap design competitions, and other incentives. Our 

priority is finding stops with existing programming so that we will be able to feed as many kids 

as possible. We are also looking into partnering with the Mobile Library, and we have received a 

lot of helpful advice from them already. There will also likely be a link with 12345 Fit-Tastic! 

Local Food Economy Assessment 

We have determined the scope of work with Ken Meter, who is conducting the LFEA. He will be 

helping us answer the questions of what do we need to do to keep our local dollars in our 

community and what is the buying power of different ethnic groups, among others. We will 

assist him in any way we can, especially by working on finding ways to get the community 

engaged through focus groups and other methods, making it as comprehensive as possible. Any 

community connections that will help us get those responses will be very much appreciated. 

Group Structure and Function 

After some discussion, we have decided that the next meeting will be structured as a split agenda 

with part of the time being spent working on the LFEA, and the other portion on community 

policy education surrounding the updated hen ordinance. We are trying to make our agendas 

more focused and goal oriented so that our meeting time is more action focused. Work groups 

were also discussed, as well as an advisory council to provide expert information.   

We are also considering a name change to be more holistic and inclusive of the entire food 

system. The names Food System Action Team and Food Access Action Team were both 

discussed, with Food System being more favorable. Keeping that in mind, who else needs to be 

brought to the table? We are looking for representatives from Bonner Springs and Edwardsville 

in particular, but also business owners, food waste management, farmers, etc. Please send any 

ideas or contacts to shartwig@wycokck.org 

mailto:shartwig@wycokck.org

