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NAT Meeting Minutes  
September 16, 2016  

Health Department 3
rd

 Floor, 12:00—1:30 PM 
 

 

 

Policy Agenda Items/Priorities 
(See page 3 for policy agendas) 

State 

 Food sales tax – was increased, affects low income individuals disproportionately, and 

makes Kansas the state with the highest food sales tax.  

 Hope act-restrictions on SNAP and TANF and increasing barriers to access, eligibility  

 WIC state policy-for an urban county, there is supposed to be a 5 mile radius to the 

closest grocery store. Karen has spoken with Dave Thomas, a state WIC representative, 

about decreasing the mile radius to about 1 mile to match USDA guidelines. Dave is 

willing to cooperate, but we need buy in from others in the state WIC office. Further 

discussions regarding store WIC approval exemptions i.e. mileage and square footage 

will be in the conversation in the future.  

Local 

 Mobile vending-commercially zoned areas and ordinance doesn’t allow mobile grocery 

vendors. The easiest change is to add the definition of mobile vending into the existing 

ordinance. So far, we’ve visited the places that have asked Rollin’ Grocer to park at their 

site to get a better understanding of the difficult individuals would face when trying to 

access their services from the (currently) appropriately zoned area. Commissioners have 

expressed interest in resolving these issues because of decreased food access after Price 

Chopper closed. 

  Hen ordinance-this has stalled, the planning department and a few commissioners want 

to add lot restrictions 50 x 25 ft, which will effect 13,000 lots, the majority of which are 

on the east side of the county in the area with the largest rates of food insecurity. 

Addressing these changes has pushed the ordinance off the agenda and there’s been 

pushback around whether or not it makes sense to further restrict the guidelines.  

 UG parking policy changes to eliminate paying to park for income based services. The 

HD WIC program serves ~6,200 people. Ashley Hart says that the WIC Clinic has tried 

to address this in the past, but it hasn’t gone anywhere. Terry Brecheisen has also tried to 

talk to the parking department in the past and not had success.  

Update: Terry Brecheisen spoke with Joe Connor to ask if it’s possible to look in to this 

issue again, and he was told to put together an argument for why the parking policy 

should change and how it would be implemented. Terry called department managers 
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together to discuss this issue and got a really solid case together to present to Joe and the 

head of parking.  

 

Safety Net Update  
Snap task force: we haven’t heard back from KHI about enrollment vs eligibility.  

Meetings aren’t being held until there’s more clear direction for this team. One option is looking 

into Double Up Food Buck utilization in WyCo. The UG hasn’t contributed to the FINI Grant 

Match funds, which would help with advertising costs in the county. Alyssa has asked about that 

and is waiting to hear back about the possibility.  

 

CHAMPS 
HCW applied for the CHAMPS grant in partnership with USD 500. The funding period started 

in September. We received 40,000 to retrofit a bus/truck for summer meal distribution. This will 

be an extension of the existing Dotte Meals Rocks program. The grant will fund incentives 

programs as well (ex. providing punch cards for parents that would allow them to get a free meal 

after bringing their child for a certain number of days). The grant will focus on the northeastern, 

southern, and western portions of USD 500. A mobile meals task force will be convened soon to 

start making decisions about where the truck should park for meal distribution. We’d like to 

partner with or learn from the mobile library about how to use the mobile distribution site most 

effectively. The goal is to have more community partners participating in the program in addition 

to the existing school based sites. 

 

HCW Summit Planning 
The summit will consist of a bus tour targeted at engaging new members and to tell them the 

story of the coalition and the work being done. At the August meeting, the NAT suggested: 

 Planning Department 

 Public Works Department 

 NBR leaders 

 Department of Aging/Area Agency on Aging 

 State WIC Reps 

 Possibly invite store owners? Save A Lot might be a good store to invite because of 

community interest in them opening a location in the northeast. Nancy has a contact.  
 

 

REMINDERS: 

 Next meeting: 10/28/2016—Located at the Health Department from 12:00-1:30 

 Please e-mail Madeline Cochran at mcochran@wycokck.org with any questions. Also please 

forward any material you think would be pertinent to the whole NAT.  

 Follow Healthy Communities Wyandotte on social media to see what we are up to! 

 

Attendance: Leslie Wilson, Karen Seibert, Ashley Hart, Alicia Ellingsworth, Ruthie Yaregal, 

Emily Worm, Alyssa Carodine 
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Local 
Hens 

The NAT subcommittee supports an update to the Wyandotte County Hen ordinance which specifies 

that those residents who keep hens within WyCo and adhere to the following guidelines do not need a 

special permit. This ordinance will contribute to the NAT’s goal of creating a supportive environment for 

urban agriculture in Wyandotte County, as well as create an affordable source of protein for residents.  

Guidelines: 

 No more than 6 hens  

 1 hen per 500 sq. ft. of lot 

 Coop must be 25 ft. from neighboring dwellings and 10 ft. from property lines 

 Vermin plan must be submitted with registration, manure must not be allowed to accumulate, etc. 

 Unlawful to have hens off property  

 No roosters 

Mobile Vending 

The NAT subcommittee supports an update to the Wyandotte County Mobile Vending/Food Truck 

ordinance which provides a definition of mobile grocer and creates exemptions for businesses seeking 

to provide groceries and value added goods to residents in areas zoned residentially. This ordinance 

contributes to the NAT’s goal to increase Wyandotte County residents’ access to healthy and affordable 

foods.  

Unified Government Health Department Parking  

The NAT subcommittee supports revisions to current Unified Government Parking policies that place an 

unfair burden on low-income families. The Health Department offers a number of income-based 

assistance programs, including WIC, but charges those same vulnerable residents for parking. The 

parking fees are a barrier to many low-income individuals and families, who essentially have to pay to 

access services.   

 

 

 State 

HOPE Act 

The NAT supports efforts to roll back provisions in the 2015 and 2016 HOPE Act that reduced access to 

safety net programs for vulnerable Kansans. Work and eligibility restrictions placed on Food Assistance 

and TANF recipients have created unnecessary barriers to program participation and have harmed 

thousands of individuals and families throughout the state. We support strengthening these safety net 

programs and improving access to them.  

Food Sales Tax 
Unlike its neighboring states, Kansas does not have a reduced or fully exempted sales tax rate on 
food.  Sales tax on food has a disproportionate effect on low and middle income individuals and food is 
not a luxury item.  To increase the affordability of healthy food for all residents of Wyandotte County, 
the Healthy Communities Wyandotte Coalition supports reducing sales tax on food in Kansas.  
 


