
Name:  Mark Holland 

What office are you hoping to hold? Mayor/CEO 

Please list any relevant organization affiliations. President of the Wyandotte/Johnson 

Counties Council of Mayors, Executive Board Member on the Kansas League of Municipalities, Kansas 

City Kansas Chamber of Commerce, Greater Kansas City Chamber of Commerce, Mid-America Regional 

Council, the Governor’s “Border War” Task Force, and member of the Healthy Communities Wyandotte 

Steering Committee 

 

What would be your top 3 priorities as an elected official?  

1. Economic prosperity and growth in every corner of the county  2. Rebuilding our infrastructure, 

especially the creation of "complete" streets with sidewalks and/or trails.  3. Job training that provides our 

youth sustainable career paths  

 

What role should local government play to promote the health of all the residents 

it serves? 

I believe strongly that local government should view many of its policies through the lens of health, that as 

elected officials we should always ask ourselves: Is this policy good for the health of our community and 

its residents, including our children. For example, a close look at our health outcomes demonstrates that 

poverty is at the root of the many health and behavioral health challenges Wyandotte County faces. This 

is why, among other reasons, I support strong job training to put our youth on sustainable career paths: to 

help lift many of our residents out of poverty. It is also why I supported a $1.7 million investment in our 

SOAR program (Stabilization, Occupation, and Revitalization), which addresses the blight that afflicts 

many of our impoverished neighborhoods. And it's why I have long promoted creating an infrastructure 

that provides opportunities for our residents to become more active. I'm proud of having advanced 

initiatives to create complete streets, trails on our river levees, and Safe Routes to Schools (constructing 

and improving sidewalks to encourage our students to walk to school). 

 

What are the biggest health challenges for WyCo and what is your plan to 

address them? 

Poverty. Wyandotte County's health outcomes are almost exclusively a product of the poverty that many 

residents live in. We must tackle this poverty not only by bringing quality jobs to Wyandotte County, but 

by creating strong job training programs. We must also address the trauma that affects many people 

living in poverty and that leads to unhealthy behaviors such as tobacco use and substance abuse. I am 

very pleased to learn that Healthy Communities Wyandotte is promoting greater resilience in Wyandotte 

County through its newly formed "Alive and Thrive" Action Team. If elected, I will use the profile of my 

office to help advance this team's agenda and raise awareness about the important work is doing. Access 

to quality health care. Because the state of Kansas has not expanded Medicaid to include people living in 



poverty, we have too many residents who go without quality health care. I have long championed 

expanding Medicaid and will continue to do so if elected to a second term. 

 

What are the biggest health opportunities for WyCo and how do you plan to 

advance them? 

The Healthy Communities Wyandotte coalition represents the best opportunity we have to address the 

many health challenges we face. As a Commissioner, and continuing as Mayor, I have supported and 

championed HCW's work and mission of mobilizing the community to improve health and well-being in 

Wyandotte County. No single organization is equipped to tackle the health challenges we face, and that 

means we must always strive to break down silos and build partnerships to tackle issues like tobacco 

cessation and building a more resilient community, and to promote policies that make it easier for our 

residents to engage in healthy behaviors. HCW is our best shot at doing this, and its track record proves 

that it is making a difference. If elected, I will continue to support this important work through my 

involvement on the HCW Steering Committee and by leading efforts to invest UG resources in initiatives 

(such as the SOAR program) that address the root causes of poor health outcomes. 

 

Healthy Communities Wyandotte is a county-wide effort to advance resident and 

community health. Committees and action teams work together to create systems 

and environmental changes addressing urgent issues identified from secondary 

data and community input. 

Please read the description of each focus area below and rate the topics on a 

scale from 1 to 5 based on their importance to you. (1 being least important and 5 

being most important) 

Please keep in mind that elected officials are often in a position where they must make difficult 

choices among competing options. In other words, governing requires choosing, and you can’t 

choose everything. 

(Find out more about each of our focus areas at http://www.hcwyco.org/what-we-do-2/ ) 

 

Rate each topic on a scale from 1 (least important) to 5 (most important) 

_3_ Infrastructure – (The Infrastructure Action Team (IAT) advocates that Wyandotte County build, 

redesign, and better utilize its infrastructure to provide equitable opportunities for healthy and active 

living.) 

_5_ Fetal & Infant Mortality – (In 2013, WyCo made national headlines when a report showed that 

we had the highest infant mortality rate for African Americans in the country. Since then, the Wyandotte 

County Fetal Infant Mortality Review (FIMR) Community Action Team (CAT) has worked to create 

community-driven interventions to improve the health of moms and babies in WyCo.) 

http://www.hcwyco.org/what-we-do-2/


_5_ ACES & Early Childhood Development – (Childhood trauma or adverse childhood 

experiences can alter our ability to cope with stressful situations, impact our earning potential, and even 

shorten our life expectancy. Alive and Thrive Wyandotte County is working to build a trauma informed 

community through partnership and collaboration so that residents are healthy, and resilient.) 

_4_ Tobacco Prevention & Cessation – (Tobacco is the leading cause of preventable death 

and disease in the U.S and WyCo suffers a disproportionately high smoking rate of 23.9%. This team 

promotes the reduction of tobacco use through policy change, awareness, and access to cessation 

resources.) 

_3_ Food Systems and Nutrition – (The food system encompasses all aspects of food, from 

growing and production to the scraps from last night’s dinner, and covers important food issues, like how 

to improve access to healthy food for all. The Food Systems Action Team works to ensure that all WyCo 

residents can and want to eat healthy foods.) 

_2_ Worksite Wellness – (WorkWell Wyandotte helps Wyandotte County organizations implement 

strategies that support healthier and more productive workplace environments) 

_2_ Health Communications – (The Communications Action Team creates and implements 

strategies to raise awareness about the significant health challenges and opportunities Wyandotte County 

faces.) 

Describe your most important issue(s) from the list above and how you would 

support efforts to address this issue, if elected. (Feel free to discuss more than 1 

issue) 

You're right: Governing requires us to make difficult choices, something I have had to practice during my 

decade as an elected official in Wyandotte County! Of course, every single issue above is critical. But as I 

considered how many of these relate to each other, how one may be the "cause" of another, I chose to 

place ACEs and Infant Mortality at the top of my list. These two issues and the strategies we adopt to 

address them are so closely related that it is difficult to separate them. As I said earlier, trauma, especially 

when experienced chronically at a young age, is at the root of so many of our health issues. It 

perpetuates poverty and it leads to poor health outcomes and behaviors (such as smoking and diabetes). 

If we are going to create healthier and more resilient children, and reduce the trauma they are exposed 

to, we must begin as early as possible. This is why I also place the work of the Fetal & Infant Mortality 

Team on the same level as addressing ACEs. The strategies this team adopts of educating moms and 

dads before they have their children, and directing them to the services available in our community, can 

help reduce our high infant mortality rates. It can also expose the parents to practices that strengthen 

their parenting skills and increase the chances that their children will adopt healthy and resilient behaviors 

as they grow up. HCW's "Alive and Thrive" Team is just getting started and I would leave it to this team to 

determine how to best promote resilience and raise awareness about the effects of trauma in our 

community. As Mayor, I would do all I can to support these efforts, and to use the profile of my office to 

raise awareness about trauma, ACEs, and the importance of addressing fetal and infant mortality. 

Thank you for answering our questions about health in Wyandotte County! We will post 

all answers from all candidates on www.hcwyco.org/2017elections 

http://www.hcwyco.org/2017elections

