
 

 

 

 

 

Name:  Laura Kelly 

What office are you hoping to hold? Governor 

Please list any relevant organization affiliations. Kansas Leadership Center Board of 
Directors (2006-2011), Kansas Children’s Discovery Center Board of Directors (2014-
2018), Greater Topeka Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors (2009-2011), Greater 
Topeka Leadership Class (2003), North Topeka Business Alliance, Heartland Visioning 
Steering Committee, Family Service and Guidance Board of Directors (2006-2008), 
CASA Advisory Board, Topeka City of Character Advisory Board 

*Please limit your response to each question to no more than 250 words. 

 

1. In a general statement, please tell us why you seek election to Kansas' Governor seat. 
Please address your beliefs about the role of the state or federal government in assuring the 
health of Kansas residents. What do you see as the major challenges facing the health 
of Kansas residents? What role do you intend to play in terms of addressing those 
challenges? 
 
I grew up in a military family - living all over the world. I came to Kansas 32 years ago 
because of the top-notch schools, strong sense of community, and the opportunities 
available to my young family. I’m running for governor to make sure that every Kansan - no 
matter who you are or where you live - can have the same opportunity to succeed.  
 
But the past eight years have put the safety and health of Kansas communities at risk. The 
failed Brownback tax experiment decimated areas that need funding the most - like our 
schools, infrastructure, and foster care system. That’s why I led the bipartisan effort to 
repeal the Brownback tax experiment and put Kansas on the road to recovery. There is still 
much more work to do.  
 
As governor, I will fully fund our schools, with an emphasis on early childhood education so 
that we can put kids on the path to success early on and keep them there. I will invest in 
roads and infrastructure that keep our communities safe and allow for economic 
development. We will expand Medicaid immediately to provide healthcare to 150,000 more 



Kansans and create jobs. The health of our Kansas communities is of the utmost 
importance to me. 
 
 

2. Education and employment are important social determinants of health and research shows 
that better-educated individuals live longer, healthier lives than those with less education. 
The 2018 Kansas Legislature passed SB 423 to address the October 2017 ruling by the 
Kansas Supreme Court that our state's school finance formula was unconstitutional on the 
grounds of both inequity and adequacy. Regardless of how the Kansas Supreme Court 
may rule regarding the constitutionality of SB 423, what will you be prepared to do to 
ensure adequate and equitable school funding is maintained for all Kansas public 
schools over the long-term? 
 
The Kansas Supreme Court ruled recently that changes to the funding formula for schools - 
which I supported - were constitutional. This will ensure that money is distributed more fairly. 
However, the legislature and the new governor must still adjust funding for inflation this 
coming year. I will encourage that change be made quickly. 
 
I have a vision of education that spans from early childhood to K-12 to college to the 
workforce. Because every step along the way is important: a chance for our state to do right 
by our kids and their parents – or to let them down. And sadly, for the past seven years, 
Sam Brownback and Jeff Colyer have let them down. 
 
Parents, teachers and business owners get it. They know that great schools are the key to a 
bright future and growing economy. As governor, I will make our schools a top priority again. 
Instead of focusing on doing the minimum, we will plan and innovate. We will expand pre-K 
programs, fully fund our K-12 schools and add a cost of living index to keep us out of court. 
We will also invest more in career and technical programs and create new public-private 
partnerships that connect businesses with skilled young people. 
 

3. As you know, despite strong efforts in the Kansas Legislature in recent sessions, legislation 
to expand KanCare (Medicaid) have failed to pass, most notably falling shy of enough votes 
to override a veto by Governor Brownback during the 2017 Session. Expanding Kancare 
could help nearly 150,000 Kansans gain access to health care coverage options. By failing 
to expand, Kansas has forfeited over $2 billion in matching federal Medicaid resources. If 
elected, will you support efforts to expand KanCare? Why or why not? 
 
I have always a strong supporter of expanding Medicaid. It is critical so 150,000 additional 
Kansans can have access to quality, affordable healthcare. It is also important to our 
hospitals and clinics - especially in rural Kansas - and our economy. Expanding Medicaid 
will have a significant positive economic impact on our state, increasing the number of high 
paying jobs by thousands. As governor, I will advocate for and sign legislation to expand 
Medicaid in my first year. 
 



4. According to the most recent report from the League of American Bicyclists, Kansas ranks 
47th in the nation in terms of the bicycle friendliness of states. They rank particularly low in 
terms of both infrastructure and funding as well as evaluation and planning. If elected, what 
policies would you pursue to foster the growth of active transportation (i.e. cycling 
and walking) throughout the state? 
 
Encouraging active transportation is important for the health of Kansans and of our 
communities as a whole. To do this, we must make sure there are safe places to ride and 
park bicycles in the state, and access to educational materials about bike safety. As the 
executive director of the Kansas Recreation and Park Association for 18 years, I advocated 
on behalf of our parks and recreation programs in an effort to improve community health and 
wellbeing. One of the first major efforts I worked on was the national Rails to Trails programs 
that expanded trails and active tourism and transportation across Kansas. This issue is very 
important to me. 
 

5. For predominately low-income neighborhoods with limited access to opportunities, securing 
revenue or investment to improve the social and economic conditions is incredibly difficult.  
If elected, how would you use new or existing loan programs, tax policy, and/or 
grants to rectify the traditional underinvestment in low-income communities? 
 
I have long supported traditional engines that drive prosperity: public schools, job training, 
and infrastructure, but we must also encourage partnerships with private businesses to help 
increase opportunity in struggling communities. 
 
We will work with individual communities - both urban and rural - to address their unique 
needs and encourage growth. Through strategic, tailored investment, we can leverage the 
strengths of each community to reach their full potential.  
 
Also as governor, I will make our public schools a priority again. We will invest more in 
schools with at-risk populations that tend to be in economically challenged areas to provide 
more opportunities for all Kansas kids. We will invest in higher education, including technical 
and trade schools, and job training programs so that all graduates in Kansas have the skills 
needed to enter the workforce. We will help connect businesses, schools and students to 
ensure we are training students for the jobs that are available. 
 

6. The infant mortality rate is an important indicator of the overall health of a community. 
Unfortunately, Wyandotte County has one of the highest infant mortality rates in the nation.  
Moreover, the infant mortality rate among African Americans and Hispanics is triple that of 
the general population. The causes for these deaths include factors such as access to 
affordable health care, underlying maternal health conditions, and behavioral factors (such 
as smoking). How will you use your role as an elected official to decrease the infant 
mortality rate in Kansas? 
 



Access to affordable health care - no matter who you are or where you live - will be a priority 
for me as governor. In addition to expanding Medicaid, we must reform parts of KanCare so 
that it can best serve the needs of the people of the state, especially those in low-income 
and rural areas. The privatization of KanCare to for-profit, out-of-state insurance companies 
has resulted in numerous problems, including waiting lists, late payments, and cuts to 
services. I will reform KanCare and ensure that our healthcare system is putting people, not 
profit, first. I will work with state agencies, community health groups, safety net clinics and 
insurance companies to find the best plan to meet the needs of Kansans. Efforts like these 
will decrease infant mortality and keep all of our communities healthy. 
 

7. Tobacco continues to be the leading cause of preventable death and disease in the U. S. 
and Wyandotte County has a smoking rate of 24.1%. Unfortunately, the state currently only 
funds tobacco prevention and cessation at $847,000 which is just 3% of the CDC 
recommended level. This amount is dwarfed by the $76.5 million spent by tobacco 
companies to market their products in KS. Although local municipalities like Kansas City and 
Bonner Springs have been leaders in preventing tobacco addiction with policy changes such 
as Tobacco 21 laws, there is even more opportunity to prevent addiction through state 
policy. How will you use your elected office to prevent tobacco addiction and decrease 
the smoking rate throughout Kansas? 
 
I supported the statewide smoking ban and will continue to do what I can to limit tobacco 
use. I also worked to expand and strengthen Medicaid in Kansas to include smoking 
cessation programs. 
 

8. Kansas has a food insecurity rate of 12.5%, and Kansas also has the highest sales tax rate 
on food in the Midwest at 6.5%. How will you use your elected office to make food more 
affordable and accessible for the average Kansan? 

Kansas must start to address the serious problem of sales tax on food. I have supported 
reducing the tax on food several times and, as governor, I will make this a priority. I will work 
with budget and tax experts to determine how to do this while also maintaining budget 
stability. Access to healthy food at fair prices is essential to quality of life. Yet across Kansas 
rural grocery stores are closing. The Kelly Administration will work with local economic 
development officials; community foundations; the Rural Grocery Initiative at Kansas State 
University; statewide philanthropies; and grocery store operators to ensure that healthy food 
is within reach of all Kansans. 

 

  


