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PRELIMINARY SUMMARY 
of the 

WYANDOTTE COUNTY LOCAL PUBLIC 
HEALTH SYSTEMS ASSESSMENT REPORT – 

2017 
 

NOTE:  COMPLETE COMMUNITY HEALTH ASSESSMENT (CHA) WILL BE PUBLISHED IN JUNE 2017.  

 

 

The 10 Essential Public Health Services provide an infrastructure for assuring activities required for 
health promotion. Although generally regarded as being the work of governmental public health, 
thorough implementation of the 10 Essential Public Health Services (please see figure below) requires 
effort from other organizations that make up the local public health system.   

To understand the strengths and weaknesses of a local public health system, 
as well as to characterize the capacity of the system to promote and protect 
health, an assessment of the system and its performance, or Local Public 
Health System Assessment (LPHSA) can be beneficial.  The National Public 
Health Performance Standards (NPHPS) instrument consists of a series of 
questions about each Essential Public Health Service (EPHS) and related Model 
Standard (MS). To complete the instrument, a group of stakeholders 
representing the local public health system must consider each questions and 
reach a consensus score rating the performance of the systems. Each item is 
rated on a five point scale from no activity to optimal performance. Participants used the scale response 
to answer the question, “At what level does the local public health system…” about each of the 
performance measures described. 

To conduct the assessment in Wyandotte County, the Unified Government of Wyandotte County & 
Kansas City, Kansas Public Health Department (UGPHD) identified and recruited people from across the 
local public health system to participate in a one-day retreat in which each of the 10 EPHS were 
assessed.  A total of 59 people participated. 
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Summary of Average EPHS Performance Scores 

Ratings created by participants were used to calculate scores reflecting the performance of the local 
public health system of the 10 EPHS 
(please see Summary figure to the 
right).  Of all 10 EPHS, only EPHS 2: 
Diagnose and investigate health 
problems and health hazards was 
scored at the optimal level. 
Conversely, two EPHS were scored at 
the moderate level: EPHS 1: Monitor 
Health Status to Identify Community 
Health Problems and EPHS 3: Inform, 
Educate, and Empower People about 
Health Issues. Data suggest more 
specific information about the 
performance of model standards. Two model standards received the highest available score (100%). 
These were: MS 2.2 Emergency Response and MS 5.4 Emergency Plan. Three Model Standards shared a 
low score of 25%. These were: MS 1.3 Registries, MS 3.2 Health Communication, and MS 8.1 Workforce 
Assessment. Additional data regarding participants’ perspectives of the priority of each Model Standard 
was used to better understand which Model Standards may reflect key areas for improvement or 
maintenance, which may have utility in future planning efforts.  

 The completion of the LPHSA in Wyandotte County provides compelling information about the 
strengths and weaknesses of public health in the county, as well as actionable information for making 
decisions about how to prioritize specific activities to assure a strong public health system that supports 
the health of all Wyandotte County residents.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prepared on behalf of the community of Wyandotte County and the Unified Government of Wyandotte 
County & Kansas City Public Health Department by the KU Work Group for Community Health and 
Development.  

Last updated 4/7/17 
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