
 

 

 

 

 

Dear Candidate, 

Healthy Communities Wyandotte (HCW) is asking candidates running for offices this fall to 
participate in a survey that examines their opinions about improving the health of county 
residents. We would appreciate your participation so voters can better understand your position 
on a range of health-related issues. Please complete the survey and return it by July 30. 

The HCW Coalition is a non-partisan initiative that consists of more than 100 organizations and 
individuals. It was established in 2010 after Wyandotte County was ranked as having the worst 
health outcomes of all the counties in Kansas. HCW is dedicated to improving those outcomes 
by focusing on improving the “social determinants” of health—the conditions in which people 
live, learn, work, and play. Our members are just as likely to advocate for improved access to 
health care as they are to advocate for more bicycle trails, better access to healthy foods, 
tobacco cessation programs, and improved maternity care to reduce infant mortality. For a full 
list of HCW activities go to www.hcwyco.org .  

The survey you complete will be posted on the HCW website (www.hcwyco.org/2018election) 
and will be used to educate voters. HCW does not endorse candidates or participate in 
election campaigns.   

 

Thank you, again, for taking the time to complete this survey.  

 

Sincerely,  

 

Todd Jordan 

HCW Policy Committee Chair 

 

 

 

http://www.hcwyco.org/
http://www.hcwyco.org/2018election


Name:  _______________________________________________ 

What office are you hoping to hold? _______________________________ 

Please list any relevant organization affiliations. ________________________ 

*Please limit your response to each question to no more than 250 words. 

 

1. In a general statement, please tell us why you seek election or re-election to the Kansas 
Legislature. Please address your beliefs about the role of the state or federal government in 
assuring the health of Wyandotte County residents. What do you see as the major 
challenges facing the health of Wyandotte County residents? What role do you 
intend to play in the legislature in terms of addressing those challenges? 
 

 
2. Education and employment are important social determinants of health and research 

shows that better-educated individuals live longer, healthier lives than those with less 
education. The 2018 Kansas Legislature passed SB 423 to address the October 2017 
ruling by the Kansas Supreme Court that our state's school finance formula was 
unconstitutional on the grounds of both inequity and adequacy. Regardless of how the 
Kansas Supreme Court may rule regarding the constitutionality of SB 423, what will 
you be prepared to do as a legislator to ensure adequate and equitable school 
funding is maintained for all Kansas public schools over the long-term? 

 
 
 

3. As you know, despite strong efforts in the Kansas Legislature in recent sessions, legislation 
to expand KanCare (Medicaid) have failed to pass, most notably falling shy of enough 
votes to override a veto by Governor Brownback during the 2017 Session. Expanding 
Kancare could help nearly 150,000 Kansans gain access to health care coverage options. 
By failing to expand, Kansas has forfeited over $2 billion in matching federal Medicaid 
resources. If elected, will you support efforts to expand KanCare in the Kansas 
Legislature? Why or why not? 

 
 

4. According to the most recent report from the League of American Bicyclists, Kansas ranks 
47th in the nation in terms of the bicycle friendliness of states. They rank particularly low in 
terms of both infrastructure and funding as well as evaluation and planning. If elected, 
what policies do you believe the legislature should pursue to foster the growth of 
active transportation (i.e. cycling and walking) throughout the state? 
 

5. For predominately low-income neighborhoods with limited access to opportunities, securing 
revenue or investment to improve the social and economic conditions is incredibly difficult.  



How would you use new or existing loan programs, tax policy, and/or grants to 
rectify the traditional underinvestment in low-income communities? 

 
 

6. The infant mortality rate is an important indicator of the overall health of a community. 
Unfortunately, Wyandotte County has one of the highest infant mortality rates in the nation. 
Moreover, the infant mortality rate among African Americans and Hispanics is triple that of 
the general population. The causes for these deaths include factors such as access to 
affordable health care, underlying maternal health conditions, and behavioral factors (such 
as smoking). How will you use your role as an elected official to decrease the infant 
mortality rate in Wyandotte County? 

 

 
7. Tobacco continues to be the leading cause of preventable death and disease in the U. S. 

and Wyandotte County suffers a disproportionately high adult smoking rate of 24.1%. 
Unfortunately, the state currently only funds tobacco prevention and cessation at $847,000 
which is just 3% of the CDC recommended level.  This amount is dwarfed by the $76.5 
million spent by tobacco companies to market their products in KS. Although local 
municipalities like Kansas City and Bonner Springs have been leaders in preventing 
tobacco addiction with policy changes such as Tobacco 21 laws, there is even more 
opportunity to prevent addiction through state policy. How will you use your elected 
office to prevent tobacco addiction and decrease the smoking rate in Wyandotte 
County?  

 
 
 

8. Kansas has a food insecurity rate of 12.5%, and Wyandotte County has a higher than 
average rate of 16.7%. Kansas also has the highest sales tax rate on food in the Midwest 
at 6.5%. How will you use your elected office to make food more affordable and 
accessible for the average Kansan?  

 

 

Thank you for answering our questions about health in Wyandotte County! We will post 
all answers from all candidates on www.hcwyco.org/2018election 

You can learn more about HCW and follow our efforts here: 
www.hcwyco.org , Facebook: @hcwyco, Twitter: @hcwyco  

 

Thank you, 

http://www.hcwyco.org/2018election
http://www.hcwyco.org/


Healthy Communities Wyandotte  


