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Let’s make healthy 
spaces together
Be a Play Tobacco Free Partner!

Unified Government Public Health Department
619 Ann Avenue
Kansas City, KS 66101
913-573-8855

Join us in creating a  
healthier Wyandotte County 



Why Play Tobacco Free? 
Wyandotte County has one of the highest rates of tobacco use in 
Kansas. Roughly one in four Wyandotte County adults currently use 
tobacco, almost double the rate of all Americans. This puts a large 
number of adults, and their children, at greater risk of heart disease, 
cancer, asthma attacks, and premature death.  

Healthy Communities Wyandotte (HCW) is working strategically and 
urgently to encourage Wyandotte County residents to quit using 
tobacco and to prevent tobacco use among youth. In 2016, HCW 
and the Unified Government Parks and Recreation Department 
launched “Play Tobacco Free” (PTF). This is a campaign to reduce 
the public’s exposure to second hand smoke in outdoor spaces and 
to discourage tobacco use in places where 
children play and gather. 
Attractive and durable “Play 
Tobacco Free” signs are 
now displayed in many 
parks throughout Kansas 
City, Kansas.

Who can be a PTF 
Partner?
If you have 
outdoor recreational 
space, facilitate youth 
or adult sports, have youth 
programming, or offer spaces 
for the public and families to 
congregate, you are eligible 
to apply. 

 

We need influential 

organizations, businesses, 

and individuals like you to 

make outdoor public and 

recreational spaces safe for 

everyone in our community!



How to join  
the PTF team
Joining is simple: Adopt a policy to 
create tobacco-free outdoor spaces 
where children and families spend 
time together. Once you do that, 
HCW will supply you with a sign 
to display at outdoor events and 
spaces. HCW can also help you 
draft the policy.

By increasing the amount of 
tobacco-free policies in Wyandotte 
County’s outdoor recreational 
spaces, we hope to decrease 
exposure to second hand smoke 
and tobacco litter, and prevent 
future tobacco use among our 
youth. Tobacco-free policies — 
coupled with signage — have 
proven to be effective in achieving 
these goals. We believe that children 
and families in Wyandotte County 
deserve outdoor recreational spaces 
where they can congregate and 
play without being subjected to the 
deadly effects of tobacco.

Your tobacco-free grounds policy 
must go into effect within one year 
of becoming a PTF Partner. We also 
ask participating organizations to 
write a letter of commitment to show 
their intent to implement this policy 
when they enter into the program.

STEP UP TO THE PLATE!

POLICY
Create an outdoor 
tobacco-free 
grounds policy on 
your property.

2nd base 
SIGNS
Add PTF signage 
to your property or 
event to promote 
the policy.

3rd base 
PUBLICITY
Once you fully 
implement your 
policy, we want 
to show off your 
participation! We 
will only use your 
name and logo in 
reference to PTF.

HOME RUN! 
Congratulations! 
You’re an  
Official PTF 
Partner!

1st base 



We’re here to help!What are PTF’s goals?
PROTECT children and adults from second hand smoke. 

Immediate exposure to secondhand smoke can trigger heart 
attacks, asthma and other respiratory attacks. It is linked to heart 
disease, stroke, cancer, and respiratory problems in adults — and 
SIDS, respiratory illnesses, ear infections, and asthma in children. 
No family should fear for their health when they are at parks or other 
outdoor recreational spaces. 

PREVENT youth from starting tobacco use.

Youth are less likely to start smoking if it is not the norm in their 
community. By making outdoor and recreational spaces tobacco-
free, we are sending the message to our youth that we are serious 
about their future and committed to providing healthy spaces to play 
and be a kid. 

REDUCE tobacco litter.

Tobacco products — particularly cigarette butts — are the most 
littered items in the world. Cigarette butts are not biodegradable 
and leach toxins into the environment. This poses a particular risk in 
outdoor recreational spaces where animals and children may pick 
them up or even ingest them.

Healthy Communities Wyandotte 
is proud to announce that we will 
provide technical assistance to 
any Play Tobacco Free Partner. 

We provide:

• FREE “PLAY TOBACCO 
FREE” SIGNAGE  
AND BANNERS

• Policy language examples 
and best practices

• Worksite wellness 
best practices 
and resources 
in partnership 
with WorkWell 
Wyandotte, 
including access to 
resources to help 
employees  
quit tobacco

• Training for staff  
and managers

Sounds Great!  
How do I get started?

Fill out the inserted paper  
form or go to hcwyco.org/PTF. 
For additional information, 
contact Rebecca Garza,  
Tobacco Free Wyandotte 
Coordinator, at 913-573-8871  
or hcwyco.org/PTF.

Your logo here


