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2018 Policy Agenda 

Healthy Communities Wyandotte (HCW) promotes policies on the local, state, and national 
level that support its efforts to create healthy communities in Wyandotte County. Its coalition 
of more than 100 organizations and individuals engage in coordinated advocacy efforts 
throughout the year to ensure that all Wyandotte County residents have an opportunity to lead 
the healthiest lives possible.  

The policies below are the product of careful analysis from HCW’s Action Teams and reflect the 
consensus recommendation of the HCW Policy Committee. They were formally adopted by the 
HCW Steering Committee in December 2017. Although many policies deal directly with 
traditional health concerns--such as our support for Medicaid expansion and for strengthening 
the Affordable Care Act--many address what HCW views as root causes of poor health 
outcomes: poverty, blight, food access, and a dearth of opportunities to engage in healthy 
activities.  

 

Federal Policy Priorities Overview  
 
Because the federal government has the capacity to create national standards for health care 
and access to healthy foods, it is important for HCW to engage in advocacy with its 
Congressional delegation. We encourage all Coalition members to advocate with their national 
Senators and Representatives for policies that support access to health care, access to healthy 
foods, and the rights of our immigrant communities.  

Healthy Communities Wyandotte urges the Federal government to:  

• Incentivize food service providers such as grocers, retailers and nonprofits to help 
eradicate food deserts.  

• Protect funding that supports farmers and families in the Farm Bill. 
• Create a long-term solution for providing affordable and adequate health insurance for 

all Americans, as well as sufficient funding for public health.   

HCW will also respond quickly to issues that arise in the areas of immigration, taxes, resources 
for conducting the census, and policies that could affect vulnerable populations. 
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Kansas State Policy Priorities Overview 
 
Healthy Communities Wyandotte joins our partners to support and urge the State to adopt 
policies that: 
 

• Create a Kansas specific plan to expand KanCare. 
• Increase the state tax on cigarettes and other tobacco products by $1.50.  
• Restore funding that allows the state’s Community Mental Health Centers to provide 

timely mental health care and treatment to all Kansans regardless of their ability to 
pay.  

• Reduce sales tax on food.  
• Create a palliative care advisory council to identify barriers to coordinated, supportive 

care during treatment of life-threatening illnesses. 
• Restore and increase funding for statewide tobacco prevention and cessation services. 
• Adopt the dental therapist model as a practical and proven solution for increasing 

access to dental care. 
• Preserve the Children’s Initiatives Fund and maintain the statutory protections of 

Kansas’ Tobacco Master Settlement Agreement payments. 
 

Wyandotte County Local Policy Priorities Overview 
 

Healthy Communities Wyandotte urges local elected and appointed officials to adopt policies that: 

• Develop equitable funding strategies to adequately implement the Parks Master Plan 
recommendations. 

• Implement a simple, written process for community groups to apply to make park 
improvements, and to receive approval or denial in a timely manner.  

• Enact long-term MOUs between the Unified Government, Kaw Valley Drainage District, 
and Fairfax Drainage District to open up the levee-top roads for trails.  

• Update the Wyandotte County Mobile Vending/Food Truck ordinance to include a 
definition of mobile grocer.  

• Adopt and implement Tobacco 21 in all Wyandotte County municipalities. 

 

NATIONAL POLICY OUTLINE WITH DETAILS 

Support incentives to eliminate Food Deserts 

Healthy Communities Wyandotte supports a bill, introduced by U.S. Sens. Jerry Moran (R-Kan.), 
and others, that is the first comprehensive legislation in the U.S. Senate to target food deserts 
by incentivizing food service providers such as grocers, retailers and nonprofits to help 
eradicate food deserts. The bipartisan Healthy Food Access for All Americans (HFAAA) Act 
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creates a system of tax credits and grants for businesses and nonprofits who serve these low-
income and low-access urban and rural areas.  
 
Protect funding for farmers and families in Farm Bill  

Healthy Communities Wyandotte supports efforts to protect funding that supports farmers and 
their families in the Farm Bill. The Farm Bill is a massive piece of legislation that covers more 
than just agriculture, but safety net programs like SNAP. The Healthy Communities Wyandotte 
Coalition will do what it can to protect against funding cuts and other threats. 
 
Support Health Care Reform that provides affordable insurance for all 
Americans  

Healthy Communities Wyandotte supports the creation of bipartisan legislation, involving 
hearings and formal bill-drafting procedures that provide a long-term, comprehensive solution 
to providing affordable and adequate health insurance for all Americans. That comprehensive 
solution should also include sufficient resources for public health programs that the CDC 
currently funds for chronic disease prevention, immunizations, lead abatement, and other 
public health issues. Wyandotte County receives several hundred thousand dollars for these 
efforts.  

STATE POLICY OUTLINE WITH DETAILS 

Support KanCare Expansion  
Wyandotte County has an uninsured rate of 19%, compared to a 12% uninsured rate in Kansas. 
It is clear that our need for indigent healthcare is urgent. This situation burdens our healthcare 
facilities that see thousands of uninsured patients and provide millions of dollars in 
uncompensated care every year. The Healthy Communities Wyandotte Coalition supports a 
Kansas specific plan to expand KanCare in order to increase access to health insurance for 
Wyandotte County residents and provide support for our local healthcare facilities.  
 

Support reduction of Food Sales Tax  
Unlike its neighboring states, Kansas does not have a reduced or fully exempted sales tax rate 
on food.  Sales tax on food has a disproportionate effect on low- and middle-income 
individuals.  To increase the affordability of healthy food for all residents of Wyandotte County, 
the Healthy Communities Wyandotte Coalition supports reducing sales tax on food in Kansas.  
 
 
Preserve CIF Funding  

The Children’s Initiatives Fund (CIF) is a key funding source for the Kansas early care and 
education system as well as tobacco control. In his FY 2016-2017 budget recommendations, 
Governor Sam Brownback called for the dismantling of this system. Although that effort was 
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effectively stopped, the CIF remains under attack. Healthy Communities Wyandotte supports 
efforts to preserve the Children’s Initiatives Fund and maintain the statutory protections of 
Kansas’ Tobacco Master Settlement Agreement payments.  

 

Restore funding for tobacco prevention and cessation services  
Wyandotte County has a 24.6% smoking rate (2014 BRFSS) compared to the state’s 18% 
smoking rate. In order to appropriately respond to this public health problem, public 
investment in tobacco prevention and cessation services is essential. Kansas has under-funded 
this vital public health issue for years (at just 3% of the CDC-recommended level), and the 
problem continues to worsen. This program is funded through the Kansas Endowment for 
Youth (KEY) and Children’s Initiatives Fund. These funds come from the master tobacco 
settlement (MSA), which was meant to help states respond to the public health costs 
associated with tobacco. Healthy Communities Wyandotte supports restoring and increasing 
funding for tobacco prevention and cessation services in Kansas. 
 
 
Reduce Tobacco Use through Tobacco Tax  

Tobacco remains the leading cause of preventable death and disease in the United States and 
Kansas. Wyandotte County has a 24.6% smoking rate (2014 BRFSS) compared to the state’s 18% 
smoking rate. In order to appropriately respond to this public health problem, Healthy 
Communities Wyandotte supports increasing the state tax on cigarettes and other tobacco 
products by $1.50. Significant tobacco tax increases are a proven approach to reducing tobacco 
use, especially among youth.  

Increase Mental Health funding for uninsured and underserved 
Healthy Communities Wyandotte supports legislation that would increase mental health 
funding for the uninsured and underinsured. Since FY 2008, this funding has been significantly 
reduced even though demand for mental health services has increased in Wyandotte County 
and across the state. Those who do not have access to timely mental health treatment may end 
up in the Wyandotte County jail, emergency rooms or the state hospital.  

Advance legislation to improve access to palliative care 

An increasing amount of evidence consistently demonstrates the benefits of palliative care in 
improving quality of life, controlling costs and addressing the harmful effects of pain, symptoms 
and emotional distress for people with serious illnesses. Healthy Communities Wyandotte 
supports legislation to create a palliative care advisory council to identify barriers to 
coordinated, supportive care during treatment of life-threatening illnesses such as cancer or 
diabetes.   
 
Invest in the Oral Health of Kansans  

Healthy Communities Wyandotte supports the efforts of lawmakers to address statewide oral 
health care shortages by adopting the dental therapist model as a practical and proven solution 
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for increasing access to dental care in underserved communities. The dental workforce 
shortage is well-documented in Kansas. States with similar challenges have looked to a cost-
effective model that expands the dental team. The dental therapist works under the 
supervision of a dentist to provide safe and quality services in underserved communities. As a 
result of the success of this model elsewhere in the U.S., the Commission on Dental 
Accreditation (CODA) approved standards for the preparation and practice of these providers. 
We encourage lawmakers to adopt this common-sense solution for improving oral health 
across the state. 
 

  
LOCAL OUTLINE WITH DETAILS 

Support Memorandums of Understanding to Open Levee Trails 

Healthy Communities Wyandotte supports the expansion of public recreational trails along the 
Missouri and Kansas Rivers in Wyandotte County. In 2017 the UG and the Kaw Valley Drainage 
District signed a 2-year Memorandum of Understanding (MOU), extending a previous MOU to 
open a 1.3 mile segment of trail on the levee. This was a positive short-term step toward 
opening and expanding the trails. The HCW continues to urge the UG, Kaw Valley Drainage 
District, and Fairfax Drainage District to enact long-term MOUs to open up the levee-top roads 
for trails. These joint-use MOUs should include adequate plans for trail management, 
maintenance, and security. 

Create Long-Term Funding Strategy to Implement the UG Parks Master Plan  

In 2017, the Unified Government (UG) finalized a Parks Master Plan. The recommended park 
improvements alone are estimated to cost over $30 million. However, the 2018 budget for UG 
Parks & Recreation Department has been cut by $300,000, and there is currently no funding 
strategy in place that will cover all of the Parks Master Plan. The UG must develop equitable 
funding strategies to adequately implement the Parks Master Plan recommendations. Healthy 
Communities Wyandotte will advocate for the UG to explore multiple funding strategies. 
 
Create Process for Approving Park Improvements 
There are an increasing number of community-based efforts to make healthful improvements 
to parks in Wyandotte County (e.g. new signage, trail improvements, water fountains, and 
exercise stations). Healthy Communities Wyandotte continues to support the UG Parks & 
Recreation Department creating and adopting a simple, written process for community groups 
to apply to make park improvements, and to receive approval or denial in a timely manner. 
HCW’s Infrastructure Action Team commits to assisting the UG Parks & Recreation Department 
in communicating this process to stakeholders. 
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Update Mobile Vending to include Mobile Grocers 

Healthy Communities Wyandotte supports an update to the Wyandotte County Mobile 
Vending/Food Truck ordinance, which provides a definition of mobile grocer and creates 
exemptions for businesses seeking to provide groceries and value-added goods to residents in 
areas zoned residentially. This ordinance contributes to HCW’s goal to increase Wyandotte 
County residents’ access to healthy and affordable foods. 

Support Tobacco 21 policies 

Healthy Communities Wyandotte (HCW) supports adoption and implementation of Tobacco 21 
policies in order to prevent tobacco use among teens, the population that is most susceptible 
to the devastating effects of nicotine addiction.  Understanding that families may be 
patronizing businesses throughout the metro, we encourage our partners to support T21 in all 
municipalities along with those within the boundaries of Wyandotte County (Bonner Springs, 
Edwardsville, and KCK). HCW supports preserving the right of municipalities to increase the age 
of sale for tobacco products.  
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