
 

Glossary of Grant Terms 

 
PREPARED BY THE H2O TO GROW COALITION, an ad hoc group of gardeners, farmers, and food educators/activists 
that works to improve water access for growing good food in Wyandotte County. 

 

Blight   

a problem that happens when buildings are in poor condition due to abandonment or neglect, or when 

vacant lots are overgrown with un-mowed grass, weeds and  trash from litter or illegal dumping. 

 

Erosion 

The washing away of soil by the flow of water; can result from too much tilling, bare soil without plant 

cover, low organic matter in the soil which makes it vulnerable to compaction, and hills or steep inclines. . 

 

Fiscal sponsorship 

An organization that takes legal and financial responsibility for a project managed by another individual or 

group without tax-exempt status or legal structure.  The sponsor ensures that the commitments made 

under a grant award, including programmatic and financial commitments, are fulfilled and reported on to 

the funder and others according to law.   

 

Nonprofit/Not for profit organization 

An organization that uses extra revenue to achieve its goals rather than distributing money as profit;  can 

be a 501 c(3) tax exempt organization, a neighborhood organization, or other community organization. The 

organization must be registered with the Kansas Secretary of State.  

 

Plumbing bid 

An estimate of costs to perform installation of water tap and associated piping. It is not a bill- it is a 

suggested cost that can be compared to other bids to help select a plumber that meets your budget.  Once 

you have accepted the plumber’s bid, they are obligated to do the work within the estimate they provided 

you. 

 

Soil management/soil conservation 

Methods of gardening and maintaining land that improve soil quality (organic matter and nutrient levels), 

prevent erosion from rain or wind, and ensure that any application of nutrients (organic or chemical) or 

pesticides (organic or chemical) do not migrate off the land into groundwater or onto adjoining properties.   

 

Storm water runoff  

Unfiltered water that runs over a site during a rain storm, picking up soil and pollution as it flows. 

 

Storm water management 

Methods of capturing rain water on a site to absorb and clean it on that site, preventing it from running off 

the site into the sewer system.  

 



 

 

Water conservation 

The preservation and careful management of water resources. For a garden or farm, it can mean using the 

minimum amount of water necessary to maintain plant health and productivity ( for example, through 

using soaker hoses, drip irrigation, timed waterings, etc.), managing the soil in such a way that water is held 

in the soil rather than running off (through mulching, plantings that capture rain and slow down the 

movement of water across the soil surface, improving soil structure through addition of compost and 

organic matter, planting crops and ground covers whose root systems and leaf canopies slow rainfall down 

and hold water), and capturing rain water to reuse for irrigation through collection systems off rooftops or 

impermeable surfaces.  

 

Water catchment system 

A system to capture rainwater and store it for irrigation. It can involve capturing rain water from an existing 

roof and downspout into a container such as a rain barrel, or can be an above-ground or under-ground 

structure designed  for a specific site.  


