
Local Sourcing and Farms

If each Wyandotte County resident spent only $5 
a week on food grown on county farms, it would 
generate $42 million in income for those farmers. 

Wyandotte County residents spend at 
least $450 million every year buying 

food sourced outside the region. 

Wyandotte County has 164 farms, 14% fewer than in 2007. 
The county currently has 12,009 acres of farmland. 

There are 435 food-related businesses in 
Wyandotte County, about 14% of all 

businesses in the county. They employ 
more than 12,093 people, who earned 

more than $491 million in 2015.

$42 Million

$450 
Million

spent on food 
from outside 
Wyandotte

Wyandotte County has a rich agricultural 
heritage, and supporting local farmers is 
important for strengthening the food 
system and improving food access for all. 



Store Closings and Openings (2007-present)

Of the 10 largest national grocery 
chains, only 2 - Walmart and Aldi - 

have locations in Wyandotte County. 

Not having a vehicle makes it much more 
difficult to access food. About 10% of Wyandotte 

County households do not own a car.

Wyandotte County has 18 full service grocery 
stores, which is one store for every 9,000 
residents. There are also 14 corner stores

and 28 discount stores.

Grocery Stores
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for
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Strong Avenue Thriftway

Apple Market 
(10th & Central)

Apple Market 
(5240 Leavenworth Rd.)

Save-A-Lot
(N 63rd Dr)

Apple Market 
(7th St)

Chas Ball
(4601 Parallel)

Lipari Bros Thriftway
(Kansas Ave)

Bonner Springs Thriftway
(Oak)

KC Rancho
(10th & Central)

Hometown Thriftway
(Bonner Springs/Oak)

KC Rancho 
(10th & Central)

Happy Foods North
(5420 Leavenworth Rd)

Queen’s Price Chopper
(Bonner Springs)

Save-A-Lot
(Argentine)

Target
(The Legends)

Hometown Thriftway
(Bonner Springs/Oak)

Walmart Neighborhood Market
(Argentine)

El Rio Bravo
(10th & Central)

Price Chopper
(43rd & State)

Most people buy their food from grocery 
stores, but there are several areas in 
Wyandotte County where grocery access
is limited. Residents in those areas must 
travel longer and further to access fresh, 
high-quality foods.



Of the 10,519 households that received SNAP benefits between 2011 
and 2015, 39% lived below the federal poverty line. 

Only 69% of eligible residents are participating in SNAP.

35% of the county does not 
make a livable wage. 

If Wyandotte 
County had a 
100% enrollment 
rate, there would 
be $18 million more 
in food spending.

Federal Assistance Programs
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Wyandotte 
County 

spends about 
$40 million in 

SNAP benefits 
every year.

16.7% of Wyandotte County 
residents are food insecure.

Food insecurity affects a significant 
portion of Wyandotte County residents. 
Federal nutrition assistance programs, like 
SNAP, are an effective way to make sure 
residents can afford the food they need. 

About 26,900 Wyandotte County residents are food 
insecure. Wyandotte would need $13.7 million in 
additional funding to provide food to meet the 
minimum standards.



Our Recommendations

Civic Leadership First and foremost, the Unified Government (UG) 
must assert civic leadership that is committed over  the long haul to ensure 
safe and healthy neighborhoods that include access to healthy foods  — as 
well as the freedom and connectedness to shape public policy and to live 
healthy lifestyles based on community values. 

Community-Based Food system leaders in Wyandotte County should 
commit themselves to building a community-based food system, not simply a 
“local” food system. 

Inclusive Outreach Persistent outreach efforts must engage 
Wyandotte County residents — at all income levels — to support community 
food businesses. 

Food Summit Wyandotte County food system leaders, in collaboration 
with the UG, and business leaders should host an annual community-based 
food summit. 

Raise Funds Wyandotte County must raise funds to specifically invest in 
community food system development.

Brand Regionally-Grown Foods Wyandotte County food 
system leaders, in collaboration with the UG, should coordinate with Greater 
Kansas City efforts to brand foods that are grown in the region. 

Maximize SNAP Enrollment Maximize use of federal food 
assistance programs. In particular, foster SNAP (Supplemental Assistance 
Nutrition Program, formerly called food stamps) enrollment so that all those 
eligible receive benefits. 

Many gaps exist in the Wyandotte County food system. To fill these gaps and strengthen 
our food system, we recommend these actions:



Ensure equitable access to food for all residents. 

Expand urban food agricultural production including use of 
currently vacant urban lots and the county’s agricultural acreage. 

Ensure access to fertile soil, clean air and water, and spaces for 
community gardening and urban farming.

Provide safe, convenient, equitable physical access to affordable 
food that is health-promoting and culturally appropriate. 

Support fair and just communities and conditions for all farmers, 
workers, and eaters. 

Maintain a high degree of transparency in interactions with the 
public. 

Vision for Wyandotte County

To create a forward-looking, environmentally minded city that supports healthy 
neighborhoods and the city's rich and diverse cultural history, we believe we need to 
achieve the following:


