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FSAT Meeting Minutes  
September 19, 2017  

Health Department 3
rd

 Floor, 12:00—1:30 PM 
 

 

LFEA Update – Our consultants have delivered a draft of the report, we are working on making 

comments and edits, and will have a final copy in a few weeks. The final copy will be distributed to our 

partners, and we will be doing community engagement around the recommendations in the report. We are 

still working on gathering a little more grocery pricing data, which will hopefully make it into the final 

copy.  

 

Policy Agenda 2018 – Our items for the 2018 HCW policy agenda will be the two items from 2017 

that are not quite finished, mobile vending and reducing the sales tax on food, and two new items, the 

2018 Farm Bill and the new food deserts bill put forth by Senator Jerry Moran.  

Other potential items discussed include statewide SNAP outreach, which we have approached Rebekah 

Gaston of Kansas Appleseed about having the SNAP/TANF coalition champion. While a group like ours 

could take it on, it would be a significant undertaking. Lead soil testing also came up, especially as it 

relates to community gardens and growing food. These projects may come up again, but for the time 

being we are focusing on the other items. We are also open to more opportunities to partner with MARC 

on bi-state issues. 

 

Food Waste – We have decided to put our emphasis on reducing food waste in schools. School 

districts are large organizations with wide reaching impact. They teach kids who can take best practices 

home to families, and also are consumers themselves. The next question is how do we help make these 

practices as easy, fun, and cost effective as possible. A bump in the road: we have been informed that 

KCKPS has changed waste management companies, and no longer even recycles, let alone composts. We 

are not giving up, but it significantly complicates the task at hand.  

 

We are also considering pursuing a project diverting food waste to feed animals, including trying to 

partner with the food hub. There is more research that needs to be done on regulations and restrictions on 

what products can be used to feed animals, but we will hopefully have updates for the next meeting. 

 

Tonganoxie Chicken Plant – News recently came out that Tonganoxie was going to be the next 

site for a Tyson chicken plant. The city council members had signed non-disclosure agreements while in 

discussions, and had given it the name Project Sunset. When the information became public, city residents 

came out in force against the plant, and the city council also withdrew its support. Tyson has moved its 

interests elsewhere for now, but Tonganoxie residents urge vigilance. This group as well, should remain 

aware since even though the plant would have been in Leavenworth County, it would still affect life in 

Wyandotte. 

 

Other Announcements: 
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 LHFA is still working on recruiting more corner stores and restaurants to the healthy corner 

store and menu initiatives. Monica is shifting focus towards the south part of the county, like 

Armourdale and Rosedale. Any suggestions or introductions are welcome, reach out to 

Monica at m633m644@ku.edu  

 October 2, 2-6pm, K-State Research and Extension is having an open house at the extension 

office. 1216 N 79th St, Kansas City, KS. Contact Nozella Brown with any questions, 

nlbrown2@ksu.edu.  

 October 19, Episcopal Community Services Gala and Silent Auction. Contact Elie Hudson 

with questions, ehudson@episcopalcommunity.org.  

 

 

REMINDERS: 

 Next meeting: October 20—Located at the Health Department from 12:00-1:30 

 Please e-mail Sarah Hartwig at shartwig@wycokck.org with any questions. Also please forward 

any material you think would be pertinent to the whole FSAT.  

 Follow Healthy Communities Wyandotte on social media to see what we are up to! 

 

Attendance: Nozella Brown, Alicia Ellingsworth, Sarah Hartwig, Karen Siebert, Lauren 

Ballard, Elie Hudson, Shanice Taylor, Donna Martin, Ashley Jones-Weisner, Alyssa Carodine 
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