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FSAT Meeting Minutes  
February 17, 2017  

Health Department 3
rd

 Floor, 12:00—1:30 PM 
 

 

Policy Updates 
 

Farm Bill – The Food Research & Action Center (FRAC) has released a one page primer (attached) on the 

Farm Bill and its significance for safety net programs like SNAP.  

 

Food Sales Tax – Concurrent resolution introduced to bring a reduction in food sales tax to a vote on the 

upcoming ballot. Would call for an immediate decrease of 2% and slowly decrease to 0% tax on food over the 

next few years.  

 

SOAR – Working on bringing down fiscal note. Goes to a vote 9:30am Monday, Feb 20.  

 

CHAMPS - Truck is now functional, and is in process of getting insurance and registered before going to 

get retrofitted for mobile meal equipment. Wrap design contest underway now, judging will be in early March. 

List of stops has been mostly finalized, with a few tweaks left. 

 

Hen Ordinance Education – We have made flyers that are ready for distribution. Both English and 

Spanish versions are available (attached).  

 

Mobile Vending – Jay Kelso of Rollin’ Grocer and Matt Kleinmann are collaborating on a video to show 

commissioners that illustrates the challenges of accessing groceries in Wyandotte County. We hope that this 

will help convince them of the necessity of mobile markets. 

 

LFEA – Megan Phillips Goldenberg, Ken Meter’s partner for conducting the LFEA joined us today to 

conduct a quasi-focus group about the needs and outcomes of the assessment. Megan’s background is in 

agricultural economics, policy, and community development and wealth creation.  

 

It is difficult to exactly pin down the food environment of Wyandotte County because of our diversity. Many 

access emergency food resources daily while many others have the resources to eat out several times a week. 

Our priorities are food access first, then healthy food, and making it easier for people to make that choice. There 

are many layers to the issue, and it differs in different areas of the county.  

 

The goal is to have a report that we can take to commissioners to convince them to include food systems 

language when they update the master plan. However it is difficult to prioritize because there are so many 

differences. We already have several pieces of information, but they are not all together in one place as a 

coherent document. Ideally, the document would be usable by any organization working in Wyandotte. We also 

want it to help inform us about how Wyandotte residents think about food. We believe that a document with an 
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economic perspective will be particularly impactful. The document’s emphasis will be largely on the eastern 

part of the county, but we do not want to exclude any part of the county.  

 

Like there is a hierarchy of needs, there is also a hierarchy of food access: the foundation starts with enough 

calories to avoid hunger, then enough calories to avoid anxiety, food that is acceptable (food I am happy to eat 

and can access in a socially acceptable way), healthy food, food that aligns with moral values, health needs, etc. 

This hierarchy can be defined differently for different people. There are also financial, geographic, and physical 

access issues to consider, as well as culturally appropriate foods.   

 

Next steps: convening focus groups. Focus groups need to be convened and facilitated by trusted members of 

the communities. Megan or Ken would like to be there to take notes, but only if appropriate, and a consistent 

note taker should be present at all groups. Otherwise, there will be a standard methodology and list of questions 

for the facilitator, and recordings of the groups are preferable. Focus groups will include ethnic groups, food 

business owners and retailers, neighborhood groups, food producers, and others. 

 

Any pertinent information or data you have, please send to Sarah (shartwig@wycokck.org), Alyssa 

(acarodine@wycokck.org), or Megan directly (goldenbergme@gmail.com).  

 

Ideas to encourage participation: incentivize groups somehow, or set up something like Mayor Holland’s 

listening tours. However, that often draws the same people to each event, not reaching the different audiences 

desired.            

 

Partner Announcements 

 The Senior Farmers’ Market Nutrition Program is happening this year, stay tuned for more information 

 After the Harvest gathered 3.6 million pounds of produce in 2016! Congratulations! They are also hiring 

for two positions in development and admin management. 

 Please encourage any immigrant WIC families you work with to continue receiving benefits. We know 

this is a time of uncertainty for many families in need, but WIC does not ask for citizenship information. 

 The Mayors’ Day of Action event regarding the ACA is Wednesday Feb 2 at 4pm in the City Hall 

lobby. The event is kicking off a month long letter writing campaign to Sen. Pat Roberts, Sen. Jerry 

Moran, and Re. Kevin Yoder to protect the ACA. 

 The New Roots for Refugees CSA sign-ups are coming soon!   

 

 

REMINDERS: 

 Next meeting: March 24
th

 —Located at the Health Department from 12:00-1:30 

 Please e-mail Sarah Hartwig at shartwig@wycokck.org with any questions. Also please forward any material you 

think would be pertinent to the whole NAT.  

 Follow Healthy Communities Wyandotte on social media to see what we are up to! 

 

Attendance: Nozella Brown, Andrea Mathew, Mandy Caruso-Yahne, Janell Friesen, Becky Billigmeier, Kevin 

Mallon, Lesley Newton, JeT’aime Taylor, Leslie Wilson, Emily Worm, Alyssa Boles, Amanda Lindahl, Megan 

Phillips Goldenberg, Nancy Sanchez  
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