
 

 

 

 

 

Name:  Arden Andersen 

What office are you hoping to hold? Governor 

Please list any relevant organization affiliations. Kansas Osteopathic Association; 
American Osteopathic Association; US Air Force Reserves 

*Please limit your response to each question to no more than 250 words. 

 

1. In a general statement, please tell us why you seek election to Kansas' Governor seat. 
Please address your beliefs about the role of the state or federal government in assuring the 
health of Kansas residents. What do you see as the major challenges facing the health 
of Kansas residents? What role do you intend to play in terms of addressing those 
challenges? 
 
I am running for governor because I, like most Kansans and tax payers in every 
state, am tired of the politics as usual promises of career politicians. I am tired of 
partisan bickering and deadlock. I am tired of politicians making ridiculous, 
inoperable legislation for political favoritism, special interest profit and reelection 
sound bites yet, never actually solve our healthcare, education, public health and 
safety, infrastructure, human rights and environmental problems. I am running 
because as a family physician, public health professional, farmer and farm 
consultant, teacher and Colonel in the Air Force Reserves, I have the holistic 
perspective, training and understanding how healthcare is connected to agriculture 
connected to public health and safety connected to infrastructure connected to 
education and human rights. Healthcare is the #1 issue today. That starts with 
Medicaid overhaul. As a family, occupational and military physician, I have the 
hands-on experience to fix our broken healthcare system starting with 
deprivatization, pricing overhaul, mental healthcare revitalization. We can cut the 
cost of Medicaid in half and increase service. 
 
 



2. Education and employment are important social determinants of health and research shows 
that better-educated individuals live longer, healthier lives than those with less education. 
The 2018 Kansas Legislature passed SB 423 to address the October 2017 ruling by the 
Kansas Supreme Court that our state's school finance formula was unconstitutional on the 
grounds of both inequity and adequacy. Regardless of how the Kansas Supreme Court 
may rule regarding the constitutionality of SB 423, what will you be prepared to do to 
ensure adequate and equitable school funding is maintained for all Kansas public 
schools over the long-term? 
 
Expand the present vocational education training program; form more partnerships with 
businesses and skilled labor unions to expand apprenticeships and internships. Consider a 2:1 
payback plan for students attending community and junior colleges; we cover 2 years of tuition, 
they work in Kansas for 4 years upon graduation. Form a Governor's small business council to 
advise on 2 and 4 year college graduate preparation for Kansas businesses employee needs. As 
stated above, we need to increase classroom funding, perhaps to what was seen in the 1980s 
where over 60% of the education dollar went to the classroom. We need supplies, 
paraprofessionals, teachers and compensation packages, retirement plan funding. We need to 
attract more teachers and to do so we must be more attractive which translates to more 
competition and a better pool of candidates from which to choose. 
Funding must come from varied sources to include tourism, medical marijuana, and other 
revenue sources other than property tax and local sales taxes. Equitable taxation is a must and 
priority on my agenda. It requires a culture change and attitude change starting in the Governor’s 
office. 
 

3. As you know, despite strong efforts in the Kansas Legislature in recent sessions, legislation 
to expand KanCare (Medicaid) have failed to pass, most notably falling shy of enough votes 
to override a veto by Governor Brownback during the 2017 Session. Expanding Kancare 
could help nearly 150,000 Kansans gain access to health care coverage options. By failing 
to expand, Kansas has forfeited over $2 billion in matching federal Medicaid resources. If 
elected, will you support efforts to expand KanCare? Why or why not? 
 
The current Medicaid plan, brainchild of Brownback/Coyler, privatized in 2013, allows nearly 
50% of Medicaid dollars to leave the state. Merely taking the expansion option (which puts more 
money into this broken system) only covers 150,000 more Kansans, leaving 250,000 yet 
uninsured. We must overhaul the system, stop diverting the public funds to private profits and 
out of State. I will Deprivatize Medicaid, model it after the Australian system that spends LESS 
THAN HALF ($4300) what Medicaid spends ($8700) per person and delivers better care than 
does KS Medicaid currently. Then we can cover ALL the 380,000 uninsured Kansans, reinstate 
mental healthcare w/o any added taxation. Now when we expand (yes I am in favor of 
expansion) with added Federal funding we keep that money in Kansas. One challenge to 
overcome in overhauling Medicaid is our KS Senate Oversight Committee whose members' 
campaigns are heavily financed by the insurance companies benefiting from the current 
program. Research for yourself and let them know your opinion. 
 



4. According to the most recent report from the League of American Bicyclists, Kansas ranks 
47th in the nation in terms of the bicycle friendliness of states. They rank particularly low in 
terms of both infrastructure and funding as well as evaluation and planning. If elected, what 
policies would you pursue to foster the growth of active transportation (i.e. cycling 
and walking) throughout the state? 
 
I am in favor of more cycling. Unfortunately, due to the fiscal mismanagement of the last 
administration, our State is in significant financial stress. We have borrowed heavily just to 
balance the budget and still are hundreds of millions behind in basic infrastructure, education 
funding, healthcare/mental heal care funding, public safety and state employee retirement 
funding. I believe this should be a locally addressed issue as local officials and communities 
have the best perspective on what can work for their community and what local taxpayers 
can/will afford for such activities. 
 

5. For predominately low-income neighborhoods with limited access to opportunities, securing 
revenue or investment to improve the social and economic conditions is incredibly difficult.  
If elected, how would you use new or existing loan programs, tax policy, and/or 
grants to rectify the traditional underinvestment in low-income communities? 
 
I would engage local community leaders and businesses to get solutions they deem appropriate 
for their communities. I would look at what has worked in similar communities in other states to 
gain ideas that can be modified and adopted as local leaders deem appropriate. Most 
importantly for our low income communities to prosper is to fully fund education and especially 
vocational training programs and work to be sure the 380,000 uninsured Kansas become 
insured to include mental healthcare. 
 

6. The infant mortality rate is an important indicator of the overall health of a community. 
Unfortunately, Wyandotte County has one of the highest infant mortality rates in the nation.  
Moreover, the infant mortality rate among African Americans and Hispanics is triple that of 
the general population. The causes for these deaths include factors such as access to 
affordable health care, underlying maternal health conditions, and behavioral factors (such 
as smoking). How will you use your role as an elected official to decrease the infant 
mortality rate in Kansas? 
 
As a family doctor in Lansing I deal with these very issues daily in my practice. I have hands-on 
experience in addressing the needs of the minority community. First, we must get full healthcare 
coverage to include mental healthcare and preventive medicine components including diet and 
lifestyle changes. We must improve the Kansas public education system. We must address the 
environmental and public safety issues that contribute to these problems to include pesticides 
and industrial chemicals, contaminated water, lead, mercury and aluminum, as well as domestic 
violence. A key part of Medicaid overhaul must be to cover less expensive and safer medicines 
to include compounded bioidentical hormone replacement therapy. 
 

7. Tobacco continues to be the leading cause of preventable death and disease in the U. S. 
and Wyandotte County has a smoking rate of 24.1%. Unfortunately, the state currently only 



funds tobacco prevention and cessation at $847,000 which is just 3% of the CDC 
recommended level. This amount is dwarfed by the $76.5 million spent by tobacco 
companies to market their products in KS. Although local municipalities like Kansas City and 
Bonner Springs have been leaders in preventing tobacco addiction with policy changes such 
as Tobacco 21 laws, there is even more opportunity to prevent addiction through state 
policy. How will you use your elected office to prevent tobacco addiction and decrease 
the smoking rate throughout Kansas? 
 
Tobacco and alcohol cost the Kansas healthcare system millions of dollars yearly not to mention 
reduced worker performance. We need to increase taxes on tobacco and alcohol to help pay for 
some of that public healthcare costs. 
 

8. Kansas has a food insecurity rate of 12.5%, and Kansas also has the highest sales tax rate 
on food in the Midwest at 6.5%. How will you use your elected office to make food more 
affordable and accessible for the average Kansan? 

Access to food is rooted in local economies. We must improve local economies so community 
members make enough money to live a reasonable life. Too many people, my patients included, 
must literally choose often between buying food or medicine. We must address healthcare, 
education, affordable housing, public safety, and job training. 

  


